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ROUGH MUSIC

COPYLEFT - ROUGHINô IT UP ON THE STREETS OF BRIGHTON

SLEDGEHAMMER 
TO CRACK PROTEST NUTS
War Mongers To Get Exclusion Zone 

Want to walk your dog in Wild Park? Better decide 
what you think about the arms trade ý rst or you might 
ý nd yourself banged up. 

Encouraged by District Commander Kerry Cox of 
Sussex Police, US owned arms dealers EDO/MBM  on 
Home Farm Road Industrial Estate have applied for a 
draconian injunction, which will grant the right to stop, 
search and harass anyone they think is going to protest 
against EDOôs sick trade in death. 

EDO is a wholly owned subsidiary of EDO CORP, a huge 
American arms conglomerate grown fat on Bushôs Pentagon 
defence contracts and the blood of Iraqi civilians. They were 
recently listed on Forbes 100 index of Americaôs fastest 
growing companies. As Brighton&Hove proudly declares 
itself to be a UN Peace Messenger City, David Jones - 
Managing Director of EDO - is 
just watching the cash rolling 
in from the lucrative trade in 
ñweapons systemsò. EDO 
manufacture essential parts for 
F-16 ý ghter/bombers used by 
the US and Israeli militaries and 
boast on their website of their 
contribution to the Paveway IV 
guided missile system which 
was the main weapon used in 
the bombing of Iraq. 

So are the police up there 
investigating their role in dodgy 
arms sales and the illegal 
occupation of Iraq? No, as usual 
theyôre spending your council tax 
money to see that big business 
gets its way.

EDOôs role hasnôt gone 
unnoticed by Brightonôs vocal 
peace movement. Thereôs been 
a year long campaign involving 
rooftop protests, road blockades 
and weekly demonstrations 
aimed at reminding the managers 
and workers of what the products 
that roll off their assembly line 
are actually used for. Despite 
the escalating level of police 
intimidation (So far Sussex Police 
have spent over thirty grand on 
protecting EDO) SMASH EDO 
activists have stuck it out. In their 
words ñWeôre here until EDO 
isnôtò- Rough Music to our ears! 

The injunction names two organisations and 13 people, 
however it actually applies to anyone who wishes to protest 
against EDOôs activities. Given the numbers who turned out 
for the anti-war rallies in the centre of town that could mean 
a few thousand people. The injunction proposes a permanent 
exclusion zone which extends all the way down Home Farm 
road onto the Lewes Road and for hundreds of metres up 
towards local beauty spot Hollingbury hillfort. In an extremely 
generous concession to human rights it is proposed that no 
more than ten people be allowed to demonstrate silently on 
Thursdays after most of the workforce have gone home.

And the law theyôre using to do it with ? None other than the 
Protection from Harassment Act 1997 which was supposed to 
prevent individuals from being stalked.

In fact this law under the supervision of one solicitor Lawson-
Cruttenden has become a charter for companies to suppress 
protest. Previously only those protesting against vivisection have 

been targeted, but Rough Music
always reckoned that this squalid 
little piece of authoritarianism by 
the back door would soon ý nd its 
way elsewhere. What if it was you 
defending a community centre 
against developers or protesting 
against a brain frying mobile 
phone mast?  This perversion of 
the law only serves the purpose 
of protecting those with deep 
pockets and guilty secrets. 

Why are the police so keen 
to get an injunction? Letôs face it 
the laws against demonstrations 
are already pretty tight. (How 
many people can be declared 
an illegal assembly under 
NEO-LABOUR now? Two! ) 
The reason is the absurdly low 
standard of proof required to get 
an ñinterimò injunction , which 
has the same legal effects as 
the full injunction. Meaning 
that from April the 14th itôs likely 
that anyone protesting at EDO 
outside of the ñDesignated 
Holding Pen .. sorry Protest 
Areaò except if theyôre there 
on a Thursday afternoon and 
completely silent, will be nicked. 
Meanwhile the courts can sit on 
their hands and through endless 
delays ensure that this piece of 
martial law stays in force.

DEMOS
* Wednesday 13th

2pm: Outside 
EDOs Bomb 
Factory
* Wednesday 13th

5.30pm: Rally in 
Churchill Square
* Thursday 14th  
9am: Supporters 
Rally outside High 
Court in London

SMASH
Defend the Right to Protest

Defy The Injunction!

smashedo@hotmail.com
www.smashedo.bpec.org
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